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Aquamarine
Aquamarin

review

Aquamarine is the latest thrilling Young Adult title from bestselling

author Andreas Eschbach. 

The year is 2151 and sixteen-year-old Saha Leeds is an outsider in

ocean-loving Seahaven because a strange injury prevents her from

learning to swim. Seahaven, located in what used to be Western

Australia, is ruled by the conservative neotraditionalists. Whereas in

other areas people wear outlandish synthetic clothing and have

embraced genetic modifications and sense-enhancing drugs, these

sorts of innovations are banned in Seahaven. Saha, who lost her

mother when she was very young, lives with her Aunt Mildred in a

deprived area of the town. 

Saha’s mysterious injury consists of what appears to be three fragile

scars running down each side of her body. The scars must not get

wet and she has to cover them with bandages every day. She has

been told that they were caused by an accident with a gardening

robot when she was very young. But when Saha is pushed into the

school pond by a group of bullies – led by the daughter of Seahaven’s

most powerful family, Carilja Thawte – she does not drown, and Saha

suspects that her body holds a secret. 

When Saha finally dares to enter the water again she discovers that

she can not only swim but also breathe underwater. Her scars are in

fact gills! Elated by her newfound underwater freedom, Saha starts to

investigate her mother’s life. She finds out that her father was a

human submarine who could live and breathe underwater – part of a
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race born of experiments carried out hundreds of years ago by a

Korean scientist. Saha then encounters a submarine herself, a young

man with gills like her own known as ‘Swim-Fast’, who saves her life

when she is about to be attacked by a shark. She uncovers a plot to

eradicate the submarines, spearheaded by Carilja Thawte’s father, a

staunch neotraditionalist and founder of the immensely successful

Thawte Industries. He falsely believes that the submarines pose a

threat to the untold – and as yet still largely unexploited – riches

contained in the seabed. 

In the novel’s exhilarating climax Saha discovers that Swim- Fast has

been kidnapped by the Thawtes and fights for his release. Swim-Fast

tells of a prophecy of a girl who could live both underwater and on dry

land, and who would come to help communicate between those two

worlds. Saha realises that this is exactly the purpose of her own life.
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Arena Verlag was founded in 1949 and is one of the most important
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