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Cuckoo’s Child
Das Kukuckskind

review

In the opening section of her latest and very welcome novel, Ingrid
Noll's protagonist, grammar school teacher Anja, catches her
husband Gernot with another woman. As her relationship
disintegrates, she moves out of their shared flat and seeks solace in a
solitary world of Soduku. She also begins to suspect that her best
friend and colleague, Birgit, may herself have been having an affair
with Gernot, and when a child, Victor Augustus, is born Anja finds so
little family resemblance between the baby and Birgit's husband
Steffen that she persuades the latter to take a DNA test. When the
test shows that he is not Victor’s father, he is unable to cope and
arrives at the house which Anja is now sharing with her new lover,
Patrick, covered in specks of blood, and mysteriously hands over the
baby before driving off.

Anja enjoys playing mother to Victor and Patrick relishes taking on
the role of the baby'’s father. Yet the mystery of the child’'s paternity
remains. Anja conducts a secret DNA test and establishes that
Gernot is also not the father. It is, however, when she sees a
photograph of Patrick’s daughter Lenore as a baby that she discovers
the truth. Realising that Lenore and Victor are almost identical, she
confronts Patrick with the suggestion that he must have had a
relationship with Birgit before he met Anja. He responds by sharing
his own fears that Victor is not his son, but his grandson.

The final sections of the novel also see the resolution of the mystery
of Steffen and Birgit's disappearance. Steffen is initially found having
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been admitted to hospital after a car crash. He takes his own life,
leaving Anja a suicide note in which he blames her for the family’s
misfortune and confesses that he stabbed Birgit in the argument over
Victor’'s paternity. Whether or not he actually murdered her is left
deliberately unclear.

Despite its stark storyline and its unblinking engagement with the
complexities of family life and female friendship, the book is
nonetheless extremely enjoyable to read. Laced as it is with delicious
dark humour and the author’s trademark strain of seductive irony, it is
Noll at her best.

press quotes

‘An exquisite, wicked novel'— Die

Welt on Kuckuckskind

‘Ingrid Noll is often referred to as Germany’s “Queen of
Crime”, and she fully deserves this title.’'— The Sunday

Times

about the author

Ingrid Noll was born 1935 in Shanghai, studied German philology
and art history in Bonn, and is the mother of three grown-up children.
After they left home she began to write crime stories, which all
became instant bestsellers. Head Count received the Glauser Prize
and is just one of her novels to have been successfully adapted for
the screen.

Previous works by the author, all Diogenes:

Der Hahn ist tot (1991); Die Haupter meiner Lieben (1993); Die
Apothekerin (1994); Der Schweinepascha (1996); Kalt ist der
Abendhauch (1996); Roslein Rot (1998); Stich fur Stich (1997); Die
Sekretérin (2000); Selige

Witwen (2001); Rabenbrtder (2003); Falsche

Zungen (2004); Ladylike (2006). Ingrid Noll's books have been
translated into twenty-eight languages.
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Tel: +41 44 254 8511

Email: bau@diogenes.ch
Contact: Susanne Bauknecht
www.diogenes.ch

Diogenes Verlag was founded in Zurich in 1952 by Daniel Keel and
Rudolf C. Bettschart. One of the leading international publishing
houses, it numbers among its authors Alfred Andersch, Friedrich
Durrenmatt, Urs Widmer, Patricia Highsmith, Donna Leon, Bernhard
Schlink and Patrick Suskind. Children’s authors include Tatjana
Hauptmann, Ute Krause, Friedrich Karl Waechter and Tomi Ungerer.
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