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Having One Another
Dass wir uns haben

review

A girl grows up in a disruptive household in this intriguing kitchen sink
drama.

In short bursts of memoaries and impressions, the daughter of a family
of four tells the story of her childhood and adolescence. Important
and mundane events receive the same relevance in her account: her
mother’s chronic illness, her father’s tyrannical behaviour and her
brother’s increasingly violent outbursts are recounted in an
impersonal manner that is free from judgement. The beginning of the
novel centres on the mother’s iliness and the care the father devotes
to her and his children; however, the girl later discovers that her
father has had an affair with her mother’s best friend. The mother is
admitted to a psychiatric ward following a suicide attempt, and the
marriage falls apart.

In her debut novel, young Austrian writer Luise Maier explores the
nuances of family relationships and the impact their breakdown has
on children. Her stylistic choices cleverly imitate her narrator’s
linguistic abilities: the simple grammatical construction and syntax
become more complex as the narrator gets older. The effect is a
powerful, intimate family drama that calls to mind Birgit Vanderbeke’s
The Mussel Feast.
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Walllstein Verlag was founded as a desktop publishing company but
by 1988 had grown into a full-scale book publisher. The firm
publishes about 130 titles a year, ranging from contemporary
literature to history and cultural studies. Its authors include Ruth
Kliiger, Gottfried Benn, Golo Mann, Fred Wander, Gregor Sander and
Ulf Erdmann Ziegler.
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