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Here You May Walk in Circles
Hier können Sie im Kreis gehen

review

Following the suicide of his son and the death of his wife, ninety-one-

year-old Johannes Kehr fakes dementia and moves into a care home

for the elderly. Increasingly reluctant to interact with the outside world,

this is an opportunity for him to break with the family for whom he

considers himself a burden. Unlike most of the other residents, Kehr

understands where he is and is aware of the reality of his aging. And

then Annemarie, his first love, moves into the care home…

Zwicker’s debut is a beautifully controlled piece of writing and an

exploration of human subjectivity in a group of people – the

institutionalised aged – who are often marginalised and voiceless.

The confusion of the residents, their circular conversations and

monotonous movements, are contained within a sparse and elegant

prose and carefully chosen details that illuminate the whole. Despite

the subject matter (‘those who enter the care home never leave it

alive,’ notes Kehr) the novel’s ingrained empathy with the fate of

those at the end of their lives is ultimately uplifting.
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