Of Lakes, Ponds and Pools
Wassererzählungen

review
Water is the connecting theme in this elegant collection of eleven
short stories. John von Düffel, a keen swimmer, has always been
fascinated by water and it has featured in his novels as well as his
non-fiction writing.
The book opens and closes with stark descriptions of a waterscape in
winter. Other bodies of water here include a brackish woodland lake
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interesting life.
While some pieces in the collection are alive with the urgency of
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stories that must be told, others fizz with a wicked kind of humour,
and still others stand out for their powerful descriptions of place or
their poetic depictions of the hypnotic draw of the water. The stories
share a sparkling narrative style and a beautifully handled delicacy in
their subject matter. The vulnerable moments in marital and parental
relationships; the many forms of loneliness or transitory self-doubt,
despair or happiness in urban and rural settings; the myriad forms of
stillness in nature or in the absence of someone in a room; outsiders;
the loneliness of being together; exultation in a shaft of sunlight or the
smell of home on linen taken on holiday; growing up and experiencing
that first moment of weakness or vulnerability in one’s parents – the
collection is a rich exploration of all these things, recounted by a
master storyteller.
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between literature and art, the firm focuses both on these subjects
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Velazquez, Kokoschka, Max Ernst, Gerhard Richter and Neo Rauch,
and overviews on contemporary Chinese art, as well as design,
photography and art theory.
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