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Reading Under Hitler. Authors,
Bestsellers and Readers in the
Third Reich
Lesen unter Hitler. Autoren, Bestseller,
Leser im Dritten Reich

review

Adam has produced a thoroughly absorbing account of the manner in

which the Nazis handled what was for them, as an authoritarian

regime, the highly problematic area of writing and literature. Topics

ranging from censorship and propaganda to the promotion of the Nazi

ideology are handled in a most accessible and interesting way.

Setting out to give an insight into all aspects of literature in Germany

under the Third Reich, the author describes in detail the regime’s

attitude towards and policy on writers and their works, as well as the

effects of National Socialist legislation on the writers themselves. The

study begins with accounts of the book burnings in early 1933 of

works by authors deemed to be antipathetic to the New Germany, or

of works by ‘non-Aryan’ authors. The various organs within the

government that were responsible for different aspects of literature

and that were the main means of censorship in the period are

comprehensively explained. This includes in particular

the Reichsschrifttumskammer, the organisation set up by the Nazis to

which all writers were obliged to belong if they wanted to be

published, and from which any dissident or undesirable authors could

be excluded.

All the many categories of literature, not just novels, are covered and
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analysis offered on how they fared during the twelve years of the

Third Reich. The circumstances of the many major German writers

like Thomas Mann, who chose to or were obliged to leave the country

in 1933 because of their political opposition to the new regime or

because they were Jewish, are also dealt with. All the bestsellers of

the period are discussed, not excluding works by prominent members

of the Party themselves; Hitler’s Mein Kampf sold an astonishing

12,500,000 copies and Alfred Rosenberg’s Der Mythus des 20.

Jahrhunderts over 1,300,000. The popularity of various genres of

literature in Germany at the time, such as the detective novel, the war

novel and the surprising attraction of the Wild West novel, is

explained, and their authors discussed. An appendix lists the period’s

bestsellers.

This thoroughly researched book will appeal to all those interested in

literary history and the history of the book, as well as in this particular

period of European history and in the workings of totalitarianism.

Students and researchers wanting to gain additional insight into the

functioning of the Nazi government machine will find much of value.

press quotes

‘One of the most curious bestsellers is perhaps “Man

and Sun. The Aryan-Olympian Spirit”, with tips on

naked hiking, mudbaths and skiing in the nude (print-

run: 235,000).’– Welt Online

‘The first-ever insight into the ‘reading landscape’ of the

Third Reich’– FOCUS.de

‘Reading under Hitler draws our attention not only to

the inconsistencies in Nazi cultural policy, but also to

the continuities after the war – fascinating and thus far

very littleresearched elsewhere.’– Frankfurter

Allgemeine Zeitung
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