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Snow in Samarkand
Schnee in Samarkand

review

Internationally acclaimed photographer Daniel Schwartz proves

himself a masterful travel writer and storyteller par excellence in this

beguiling book that should have its place on any adventurer’s bedside

table.

In 1987 – 1988 he was the first foreigner to walk the entire length of

the Great Wall of China and since then he has been drawn back time

and again to those frontier lands where great cultures flourished,

bloody wars were fought and the expanse of mountains and of desert

became the magnificent and daunting backdrop to the greatness of

human spirit and the follies of human nature.

This is his thoughtful and engaging account of his travels and much

more. His explorations over some eighteen years have been full of

incident and adventure, taking him from the Pamir Highway, along

forgotten stretches of the Silk Road, over the Caspian Sea and the

Taklamatan desert, and through Afghanistan and Kashmir, politically

fraught and dangerous yet so beautiful in their physical landscape.

Respectful of the great travellers of the past, Schwartz’s book also

offers the reader insights into the writings of Herodotus, Marco Polo,

Robert Byron and Vassily Grossman among many others.

https://www.new-books-in-german.com/recommendations/?searchInput=Daniel%20Schwartz
https://www.new-books-in-german.com/recommendations
https://www.new-books-in-german.com/recommendations/snow-in-samarkand/
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press quotes

‘This is surely one of the most remarkable non-fiction

titles of this autumn.’– Neue Zürcher Zeitung am

Sonntag

‘A book of great erudition and storytelling

power.’– Playboy

‘A journey round the world in a thousand

books.’– Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung

about the author
Daniel Schwartz, born in 1955, lives in Zurich and is an

internationally acclaimed photographer who has worked for many

years with the Swiss culture magazine du. The best-known of his

books are The Great Wall of China (1991, revised edition 2001)

and The Perils, Profits and Politics of Water in South and Southeast

Asia (1997), both Thames & Hudson. His photographic volume about

Central Asia, Travelling Through the Eye of History, will be published

by the same firm in 2009.
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Eichborn was founded in 1980, and is one of Germany’s few

independently-owned general publishers still operating. Its imprints

include Die Andere Bibliothek (‘The Other Library’), founded by Hans

Magnus Enzensberger, and Eichborn Berlin, which concentrates

especially on first novels by young German authors. Its non-fiction list

covers humour, gift and reference books, among other subjects.

Many titles originally published by Eichborn have been translated into

English, including W.G. Sebald’s The Emigrants and The Rings of

Saturn; A Woman in Berlin by Anonymous (winner of the 2006

Schlegel-Tieck award); Jenny Erpenbeck’s The Old Child and Book of

Words; Walter Moers’ The 13½ Lives of Captain Bluebear; and Jan

mailto:rights@eichborn.de
http://www.eichborn.de/
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Costin Wagner’s Ice Moon.


