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The Amazing and Astonishing
Adventures of Maulina Schmitt Part
1: My Shattered Kingdom
Die erstaunlichen Abenteuer der
Maulina Schmitt – Mein kaputtes
Königreich

review

My Shattered Kingdom is a hard-hitting, wittily narrated story with

quirky illustrations that are seamlessly integrated into the text. 

Twelve-year-old Paulina’s world falls apart when her mum announces

that she has split up with Paulina’s dad and that they are moving out

of the family home. The only home Paulina has ever known is a great,

spacious, messy fourth floor apartment. Every inch of space is

chaotically filled with sofas and plants; there are paintings under the

tables and newspapers everywhere. It has a creaky wooden floor, a

dark, scary attic and a shared garden with a secret den. Her home

was her kingdom, her parents her subjects, and it is impossible for

Paulina to imagine her life being any other way. 

Paulina is sassy, funny, clever, very outspoken and given to

complaining loudly if there is something she doesn’t like. She

assumes that it must be her dad’s fault that her parents are splitting

up and refuses to speak to him anymore. Paulina and her mum move

into a small terraced house that feels as if it is made of plastic. The

garden is tiny and the walls are covered in funny plastic handles.

Paulina hates the new home and misses her friends. Her only solace
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is her wonderfully eccentric grandad who now lives closer to her. He

doesn’t know what is going on between her parents either, but he

listens and shares his life’s stories and worldly wisdoms with Paulina. 

At school, she decides not to make any friends – the only person who

talks to her is tall, gangly Paul, with large, yellow teeth and a smile

that looks as if the sun was coming up. It is Paul who explains to

Paulina what all the handles in the house are for: it is a disabled-

access home. Now the whole design makes sense, but Paulina is

worried that they are taking a space that someone else might need.

Her mum breaks the news that she has been diagnosed with an

illness that will soon make her lose the use of her legs and arms. She

needed an accessible home and decided to separate from her

husband to avoid burdening him with the role of being her carer.

Paulina is deeply shocked but falls back on her considerable inner

resources to cope with the huge changes ahead. Young readers can

look forward to following Paulina’s progress in the planned sequel to

this profoundly moving story.
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Carl Hanser Verlag was established by its eponymous owner in

1928 in Munich, and its founder’s interests in both literature and

science have been maintained to the present day. The firm publishes

fiction and non-fiction for both adults and children. Its authors include

Italo Calvino, Umberto Eco, Jostein Gaarder, Lars Gustafsson, Milan

Kundera, Harry Mulisch, Philip Roth, Susan Sontag, Botho Strauß,

Raoul Schrott, Rafik Schami, Alfred Brendel, Elke Heidenreich and

ten Nobel Prize winners, among them Elias Canetti, whose works

have been translated into more than thirty different languages.


