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review
The Bird Meadow is an insightful, self-contained novel which muses
on the subjects of desire, morality and justice. This is a quieter work
than many of Uwe Timm’s previous works, but no less enjoyable for
that.
Christian Eschenbach has lost his IT business, apartment and his
beloved Saab to bankruptcy, his wife to a hippie lifestyle in Goa, his
by Uwe Timm
Kiepenheuer & Witsch
July 2013 / 335pp
Fiction

daughter to the world of finance and most recently – and painfully –
his lover, Anna. Now Eschenbach is spending six months living on a
tiny island, a bird sanctuary in the North Sea, where he is filling in as
the official bird watcher. And so he observes the birds, follows the
tides, writes a piece on Jonah and the whale that he’s long wanted to
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complete and thinks back on his affair with Anna, a married art
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that leads them to embark upon an affair. Eventually Anna will
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confess the affair to her husband, take her two children and leave for
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the US, just as Eschenbach’s life falls apart. Following his downfall,
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comes to the island and lives his monastic life. That’s when Anna
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calls to announce a visit. They spend one night together and talk,
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including about Anna’s four-year-old son Jonah, who might or might
not be Eschenbach’s. Anna makes peace with him and tells him that
she has leukaemia. The novel ends with Eschenbach looking at Anna
in the morning light, musing about how the justice that the biblical
Jonah demanded from God doesn’t actually exist.
The Bird Meadow is infused with a wonderful sense of calm and has
a gentle, forgiving tone. There is a meditative pleasure in following
Eschenbach in his daily rituals on the island – drinking tea, and
collecting and recycling beached objects – accentuated by Timm’s
tersely evocative style.
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