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In his controversial autobiography Peeling the Onion (2006), Günter
Grass described his life between the ages of twelve and thirty, before
he had achieved worldwide fame as a writer with The Tin Drum. Now,
in Die Box, he finds a means of continuing the narrative from the early
1960s to the early 1990s through the involvement of his eight children
from four different relationships.
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They are cunningly introduced as semi-fictionalised puppets yielding
to their father’s eightieth birthday wish that they should gather to
record on tape their collective impressions of him. By standing back in
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Her camera is the ‘box’ of the title, endowed with some magical
qualities in the telling and portrayed as a bridge between father and
children. Maria, muse, friend, comforter, is a strong female figure in
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the tradition of those in his 1977 novel, The Flounder. She is the real
hero of his literary autobiography and renders this most public of
authors peculiarly accessible, human and sympathetic.
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