The Moon and the Maiden
Der Mond und das Mädchen

review
Mosebach’s latest is a modern-day slant on A Midsummer Night’s
Dream. Following his appointment as an ‘assistant executive’ in an
American bank in Frankfurt am Main, Hans arrives in the city without
his newly wedded bride Ina to find them suitable accommodation. He
does not do well at this. After failing to find anything in more desirable
areas, he opts for a cheap flat in a central but run-down locality, the
only redeeming feature of which is its range of unconventional
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people. There is the caretaker of the block, a Moroccan named
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Souad, who takes Hans to a séance the purpose of which is to drive
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out evil, specifically from women. Then there are the participants in

Fiction
Longlisted for the
German Book Prize.
This book is outside of the
five-year window for
guaranteed assistance with
English language translation.
We suggest getting in touch
with the relevant funding
body for an informal

late-night discussions and drinking sessions behind a snack bar run
by an Ethiopian. And finally there are a German couple called the
Wittekinds. Unfortunately, when she arrives, Ina hates them all. This
leads her, in a memorably described scene, to take an aimless,
moonlit walk, on return from which she strikes her carousing husband
over the head with a bottle. The author’s ironic stance, his liking for
unexpected comparisons, a sardonic twist on the last page, and,
above all, the unfamiliar settings mark this work by a master
storyteller, who keeps the reader in a state of amused surprise from
the first page to the last.

conversation about the
possibility of support. Please
refer to to our
recommendations page for
new books in german
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press quotes

‘Since 1983 Mosebach has been writing the most
astonishing novels and the most elegant of
essays.’– Die Zeit

about the author
Martin Mosebach was born in 1951. He studied law, and has lived in
Frankfurt as a writer since 1980. He has published novels, stories,
and collections of poems, written scripts for several films, opera
libretti, theatre and radio plays. A regular contributor to
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, he also writes on art and
literature for many other newspapers and journals. He was awarded
the Hermito von Doderer Prize in 1999, the Kleist Prize in 2006 and is
this year’s winner of the Georg Büchner Prize, Germany’s most
important literature prize.

rights information
Carl Hanser Verlag Gmbh & Co KG
Tel: +49 89 998 30 509
E-mail: barakat@hanser.de
Contact: Friederike Barakat
Carl Hanser Verlag

new books in german

2/2

