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The Photographer’'s Shadow — The
Reality of Images

Der Schatten des Fotografen. Bilder
und thre Wirklichkeit

review

Like many Germans of his generation, Lethen was shocked when, as
an adolescent, he learnt about Nazi concentration and extermination
camps, and the excesses of the SS during the Second World War.
Photographs taken at that time fuel his contemplation of the ‘reality’
portrayed by photography and the bias communicated by the
photographer. The photograph on the jacket is a key example: it
depicts a woman standing in the water near a river bank, seen from
behind. The ‘innocence’ of the photograph is undermined if we know
that it was taken in 1942 on the Eastern Front, and that the woman is
being used as a human mine detector on the River Donetz.

Through a series of essays, Lethen examines the relationship
between reality and the photograph, exploring the works of
performance artist Marina Abramovic’ and Marcel Duchamp, the
theories of Roland Barthes, Robert Capa’s war photography,
exhibitions relating to atrocities in the Second World War and an
exhibition in Vienna devoted to Soviet underwear, among others.

That the book was awarded the Leipzig Book Fair Prize this year
indicates how highly it is regarded by Lethen’s peers in Germany, and
this is certainly a fine book for all those interested in photography and
the theories surrounding it.
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about the author

Helmut Lethen was born in 1939, and is one of Germany’s most
renowned academics in the field of cultural studies. He taught at the
University of Utrecht from 1977 to 1996 before taking on the chair for
Contemporary German Literature in Rostock. Since 2007, he has
headed the International Research Centre for Cultural Studies in
Vienna.

Previous works include:

Suche nach dem Handorakel. Ein Bericht (2012); Unheimliche
Nachbarschaften. Essays zum Kalte-Kult und der Schlaflosigkeit der
philosophischen Anthropologie im 20. Jahrhundert (2009); Der Sound
der Vater. Gottfried Benn und seine Zeit (2006); Verhaltenslehre der
Kélte. Lebensversuche zwischen den

Kriegen (1994), Neue Sachlichkeit. 1924 — 1932 (1970)
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Rowohlt.Berlin Verlag With offices in Reinbek near Hamburg and in
Berlin, Rowohlt celebrated its 100th birthday in 2008. As in the
beginning, the founder’s high standards continue to apply today: to
publish easy-to-read literature of the highest quality. The publishing
house with its various divisions — Rowohlt Verlag, Rowohlt
Taschenbuch Verlag, Wunderlich, Kindler, rotfuchs and Rowohilt
Berlin — is part of the Holtzbrinck group. Rowohlt publishes both
literary fiction, non-fiction and children’s books. Authors include
Wolfgang Borchert, Daniel Kehimann, Imre Kertész, Klaus and Erika
Mann, Robert Musil, Eugen Ruge, David Safier and Martin Walser.
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