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review
Our narrator is yet to be born. He only has one chance to come into
existence: his parents have to meet on this precise day in June 1972.
The only problem is that his parents are a thousand kilometres apart.
His mother is being seduced in France, his father is about to be
thrown into the River Main wearing concrete boots. What follows is
chaos.
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His mother is mourning her twin sister’s death by ticking off items on
her sister’s bucket list, such as swimming in the sea and stealing a
child’s ice cream. Eventually there are only two items left: stopping
time and rescuing someone. When she finds out that there’s an office
in charge of International Atomic Time in Paris, she gets on a train to
the capital.
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His father is pining for his ex-girlfriend Claudia, but accidentally

English language translation.

angers a gangster – hence being thrown into the river. He manages

We suggest getting in touch

to avoid a cruel fate by a giant sneeze, which propels him out of the
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boots and onto dry land. His run-in with the criminal underworld isn’t
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over, however, and a bizarre car chase ensues involving not only
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several gangsters, but also Claudia, her new boyfriend, and an
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unnamed child. This unlikely band also makes its way to Paris for a
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showdown on the Eiffel Tower. Along the way, someone will talk to
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God, a sheep will be stolen, and time will be stopped.
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Rammstedt’s playfulness is on full display as he switches between
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of a minor character’s headache. A particularly memorable episode
involves an interview with a rather affable if naïve hammer that the
mother borrows in order to stop time. Unsurprisingly, the hammer
doesn’t turn out to be an astute psychologist. Rammstedt also
supplies occasional summaries of what the reader does and does not
know so far.
Rammstedt’s novel had an unusual genesis: for three months, he
published a chapter a day for subscribers in cooperation with his
publisher Hanser Verlag, gaining him an enthusiastic following. To Be
Continued Tomorrow is the edited result of this venture. Full of quirky
ideas and wacky humour, this is a highly original novel that is hard to
put down.

This book is not subject to NBG’s usual funding guarantee; the final
funding decision will be made by the Goethe-Institut.
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Carl Hanser Verlag was established by its eponymous owner in
1928 in Munich, and its founder’s interests in both literature and
science have been maintained to the present day. The firm publishes
fiction and non-fiction for both adults and children. Its authors include
Italo Calvino, Umberto Eco, Jostein Gaarder, Lars Gustafsson, Milan
Kundera, Harry Mulisch, Philip Roth, Susan Sontag, Botho Strauß,
Raoul Schrott, Rafik Schami, Alfred Brendel, Elke Heidenreich and
ten Nobel prizewinners, among them Elias Canetti, whose works
have been translated into more than thirty different languages.
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