Twenty-First of July
Einundzwanzigster Juli

review
Two quotes serve as a frontispiece to Anne Voorhoeve’s excellent
new novel: one from Sophie Scholl, the student resistance leader
executed by the Nazis in 1943, and one from von Stauffenberg,
executed for his involvement in the plot to assassinate Hitler in July
1944.
by Anne C. Voorhoeve
Ravensburger Buchverlag
Otto Maier

Fritzi Bredemer returns to the family home in Berlin-Charlottenburg, a
neighbourhood in ruins, after two years in East Prussia, where she
had been evacuated with other children to ensure their safety. There
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she had been educated in Nazi ideology and is now a committed,
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idealistic member of the BDM, the Nazi youth movement. Soon,
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West Germany as the devastation in Berlin continues, Fritzi learns to
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question all she has known, believed in and felt.
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From the first page the reader is plunged into the thick of the exciting
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action. The conflicting feelings of this teenage girl, longing for her
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mother’s love and approval, her experiences of the horror of war and
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her realization that there are other values than those she has so far
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been taught, are sensitively portrayed and the details of life in

recommendations page for

Germany during the final year of the war are fascinating. A
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suspenseful and thought-provoking novel from an assured and
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practised hand.

guarantee.
new books in german

1/2
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‘You can’t fail to be moved by this novel.’– FAZ
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