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Wir lieben nachts

review

Katharina J. Ferner’'s Wir lieben nachts follows Paulina, a young
journalist, and her growing relationship with Bella, an established
figure in Vienna's art scene. The two meet at Café Venezia, where
Paulina gives Bella a copy of Sappho along with a handwritten poem.
Café Venezia remains a recurring meeting point throughout the novel,
the place the two return to at each stage of their relationship.

Their early encounters, walks in the Stadtpark, shared coffees,
exchanged texts, are filled with ambiguity and restrained desire.
During a solo trip to the south of France, Bella sends Paulina
photographs from the beach and asks for her address, without
following through on an earlier plan to speak by phone. As the
relationship develops, the two spend time with Bella’s family in

the Waldviertel district and eventually move in together. After Bella's
mother, Michaela, is injured in a bicycle accident, she moves into
their flat to recover, and the space is rearranged around her;
Michaela’s cat, Giovanni, comes to occupy the bedroom while
Paulina and Bella sleep on a fold-out sofa. Later in the novel, Bella
moves to Berlin, introducing a period of distance and renegotiated
independence between the two women.

Structured in three parts, the novel traces the relationship from its
uncertain beginning through a period of closer domestic life, and
on into its later, more settled stage. The chapters are short,
sometimes only a single paragraph, and numbered
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consecutively. Moving between present-tense scenes, memory, and
imagined or anticipated moments, without following strict chronology,
and with pop-culture references set as footnotes, they give the novel
a diary-like rhythm.

The novel is grounded in contemporary Viennese queer and cultural
life, weaving pop-culture references into its account of a relationship
defined by closeness and independence held in balance, without
either partner explicitly naming or defining its terms. It invites
comparison with Melissa Broder’s Milk Fed, for its intimate first-
person register and its focus on obsession, desire and a relationship
between two women.

Find out more:
https://www.haymonverlag.at/produkt/wir-lieben-nachts/

press quotes

Every sentence is a declaration of love for life.

Andrea Grill

about the author

Katharina J. Ferner was born in 1991 and
lives in Salzburg and Vienna. She is a poet,
performer, cultural educator and writer. Her
involvement with literature is as diverse as

her writing, which includes both poetry and
prose. Ferner is a member of the editorial
board of the literary journal mosaik and a
member of the O.D.A. (Austrian Dialect
Authors and Archives). Until 2026, she
published a weekly poetry column, ‘Ferner
dichtet’, in the Salzburger Krone. She also
writes a travel column, ‘Fernpost’, in the
literary journal &radieschen. In 2021,
Katharina J. Ferner was one of the
youngest participants in the Bachmann
Prize public reading competition. She has
already received a number of grants and
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opportunities to study abroad, including a
residency at the Literary Colloquium Berlin.
Alongside her work as a writer, Katharina J.
Ferner performs as ‘Calamity Jane’,
primarily in the fields of music hall, drag and
burlesque.

Find out more: salamanderin, Limbus Lyrik
(2025) krotentage, Limbus Lyrik (2022) Der
Anbeginn, Limbus (2020 ) nur einmal
fliegenpilz zum frahstick, Limbus Lyrik
(2019) Wie Anatolij Petrowitsch Moskau
den Rucken kehrte und beinahe eine
Revolution ausléste, Wortreich (2015
(vergriffen))
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