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We Were Here
Wir waren hier

review

It is 2039 and Europe – perhaps even the whole Western World as

we know it – lies in ruins following several years of an inter-state

conflict which has now evolved into civil war and military rule. Fifteen-

year-old Anna lives in a devastated Berlin where water, food and

power are only intermittently available; people are living in the ruins of

their homes and her parents – starving, freezing and desperate – are

retreating into themselves. Self-preservation has become the order of

the day and lawlessness prevails. 

Anna yearns for a return to normality and records her thoughts and

dreams on a blog which she dangles beneath the noses of the web

police. Via her blog she meets Ben, and the two fall in love and end

up joining the gangs of feral children eking out an existence

underground in the U-Bahn tunnels, eating rats to survive. Ben is not

all that he seems, however, and Anna has to work out just who you

can trust when everyone is, out of necessity, out for themselves. 

We Were Here is a thrilling read in our increasingly volatile and

unpredictable world. Teenage readers will readily identify with

Rademacher’s strong and believable female protagonist.
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