We’ll Sleep Later
Schlafen werden wir später

review
Celebrated writer Zsuzsa Bánk’s new novel is an ode to the strength
and power of female friendship. We’ll Sleep Later starts with a bang:
in the first sentence of an email to her friend Johanna, Márta reports
what happened over breakfast that morning. Her husband Simon told
her, ever so casually, that if only he was ten years younger and didn’t
have three children, he would have left her already.
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Márta and Johanna have been close friends since childhood. Now in
their forties, they keep in touch via email. Márta is a writer who has
just given birth to her third child. Her life with her husband, Simon, is
defined by a constant lack of money and ongoing arguments. Márta
loves her children more than anything else, but the mundane grind of
her daily routine threatens to overwhelm her.
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tragedies, she finds an anchor in her close friends Kathrin and Claus.
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Márta and Johanna struggle with is a simple what if? What if things
were different?
Zsuzsa Bánk’s previous novels were critical and commercial
successes and have been translated into numerous languages. Her
debut The Swimmer was published in English translation by Harcourt
Press. This latest is not only an intimate portrayal of women’s lives
and friendships, it is also a triumph of style. Bánk is known for her
impressive, lyrical writing, and this epistolary novel is a tremendous
introduction to both her power over words and her insight into the
female psyche.
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